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               Autumn leaves falling …………………………………..
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Just recently you may have read in the Herald newspaper an anonymous article about the state of Farnham allotments in particular Six Bells site. The anonymous person also took a picture that was not published. I don’t think it is unreasonable to expect plotholders to contact either myself or the site representative to talk these things over. If this person had contacted me I could have explained that the plot in question was vacant and was in the process of being reallocated. I fail to see what has been achieved by going to the press. Please if you have a problem contact me, I don’t think that I am unapproachable and I am sure we can get things sorted out if you do have an issue.
GENERAL NEWS FROM THE ALLOTMENTS
The Allotment Liasion Group have meet twice this year, one just recently in September. A lot of things were discussed in particular the state of some allotments. All the seasons activities were discussed and it was agreed to keep all the activities in place for next year. Our Scarecrow competition will take place at Easter once again next year and will have an Olympic theme.

The annual allotment competition results are published later in this newsletter but the Group felt that it was essential to get feedback from the judges on the results.
Our Allotment Show goes from strength to strength and this year was probably the best ever. We had the most entries and we had lots of first time exhibitors. At this stage I don’t know if the show will take place again at the Maltings but the show will definitely take place somewhere. This year we had 29 exhibitors putting up 184 entries and this compares to last year of 19 exhibitors putting up 107 entries.
Some other issues that came out of the meeting were as follows : -

Criteria for judging allotments in July (future newsletter)

If you find you have any spare veg the Phylis Tuckwell Hospice are happy to take it and sell for the running of the Hospice. It costs a lot of money to run the Hospice and with only a small amount of aid from the Government.

If you are one of those people who have been using a hosepipe, some of you have been leaving the hosepipe unattended and in one case left on overnight. This must not happen again and could cause you to lose your allotment.
Paths around your allotment. I mention this yet again especially as this is part of your tenancy agreement that you keep the path cut. It is in your own interest to do this as the longer grass harbours slugs and snails.

Bonfires. Please be reasonable when you have one. Make sure the smoke is not blowing over your neighbour whilst they are working their. Also if any houses are nearby make sure you are not causing a nuisance to them.

One of my regular items that I mention is that gates are being left open on all sites. Please if you are the last one to leave please shut the gate. If it has a padlock please snap the padlock even when you enter as we are losing padlocks on a regular basis.
VEGETABLES
Not many crops can be sown outside at this time of year. However broad beans are hardy enough to sow now and give you an early crop next year. By sowing now you avoid getting to much blackfly on your crop. A good variety to use that will stand the winter well is Aquadulce. Also by sowing early and getting an early crop  you are able to use the space for another crop once the broad beans have finished. You could also sow some winter hardy lettuce e.g. winter density and some oriental greens eg mizuna, pak choi etc
FRUIT
· Plant rhubarb crowns. If you have old rhubarb crowns lift and divide these.
· Now is a good time to be planting summer fruiting raspberries, all currants and gooseberries.  You will need to prepare the ground well incorporating lots of compost to help retain the moisture.
· If you haven’t already done so cut down all the canes that have fruited on the summer fruiting raspberries and leave the best canes that haven’t fruited for next years crop.
· Fix grease bands to apple and pear trees to prevent pests such as the winter moth from crawling up the trunks to lay their eggs.
· If you have a fruit cage make sure you remove the netting from the top because if we have snow during the winter, the snow will not go through the netting and the weight will break down the rest of the cage.
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                           GENERAL TASKS

· If you haven’t already done so lift any potatoes you have in the ground. Make sure they are dry before storing.
· Earth up celery to blanch the stems making them more tender.
· As the ground becomes vacant it should be dug over and either manure or your own compost added. Manure that is added now will be broken down by planting time next Spring.
· Remove yellowing leaves from brassicas. These are not useful to the plant and will encourage botrytis to develop.

· If you haven’t already done so, now is the ideal time to build yourself a compost container. It doesn’t have to be anything fancy, just something to hold all the green waste from your plot and anything else you might want to add.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY                        [image: image2.emf]


Make a note in your diary. The Christmas lights in Farnham will be Switched On, on the 26th November at 5 pm. Switching on the lights will be the Mayor of Farnham and I am sure some surprise guests. This year the event will once again be held in Gostrey Meadow and will run from 1pm to 6pm. Watch the press for more details. Also, on the 11th December is the Christmas Farmers Market in Central Car Park. This runs from 10am to 1pm
                                                   What can I do now to my allotment      
                                               With the day length drawing in now is a good 
                                               time to get your allotment up together. What do I
                                                        mean by this. I mean that you could be getting all 

                                                        the debris that has accumulated over the 

                                                        summer cleared up and either composted or 
                                                        taken to the local tip. Once you have cleared the
                                                site you can then start on digging the plot. You 
                                                         really need to have dug your plot at the latest by

                                                         late January to give you a flying start for your Spring plantings. Little and often is the motto for digging.

                                            WINNERS
 As you get this newsletter the presentation evening will shortly                                 be taking place to all the lucky winners. The presentation evening                            takes place for all the allotment winners and scarecrow winners.                                   We also incorporated presentations for Farnham in Bloom.  

The Mayor Councillor Mrs Gillian Hargreaves will be presenting 
 the prizes. We would like to thank Squires Garden Centre at Badshot Lea for sponsoring the allotment competition. Just in case anyone has missed who won the prizes they are as follows

Morley Road   Mrs C.Willliams                West Street  Mr and Mrs D.Brown    
Alderley Farm Mr Bob Butcher          Wrecclesham   Mr Robert Green               West Street Extension Mr and Mrs Keiller 
 Shepherd and Flock                   Farnborough Road Mr and Mrs Barthlomew
Six Bells  Mr and Mrs R.Page
                         Best Overall Plot  Wrecclesham   Mr and Mrs McDermott
Best Scarecrow   Mr and Mrs D.Brown  West Street
Pumpking competition  Mr and Mrs Woodyer Six Bells     Size 140 cms round

Pumpkins were measured on all sites. Alderley Farm had quite a few in a variety of sizes.  Six Bells also had a variety of sizes. Farnborough Rd had quite a few ranging from 90cms to 128cms
                                       SEED ORDERING
Jenny Williams has been very busy trying to sort out deals on your behalf for discount seeds. She has been able to secure a deal from Kings seeds for a 50% discount on seeds only. No discount is available on potatoes and other sundries. Individual packaging will also cost £1.  If you would like to order seeds Jenny will be in West Street car park on Saturday 5th November at 10.30am for 1 hour to hand out the catalogues. Jenny will return on Saturday 12th November at 10.30 am to collect the orders. If you would like to order please make sure you make your cheque payable to Farnham Town Council and then once the orders are all collated a cheque will be sent to Kings.
                  Don’t forget you have your own dedicated website

                  where you can put on your own experiences down on 

                  your plot .Share with others your successes and failures

                  What works for you and doesn’t work for you

                                       Visit www.farnhamallotments.co.uk
Our web administrator is looking for photos to put onto the website so if you have any of the allotment through the year please email them to him.

I used to be ashamed of how much waste there was even in my unpretentious garden here. I blamed inexperience, impatience and extravagance. But now I have come to accept that one must not count the losses, they would be too alarming. One must count only the joys, and feel continually blessed in them. There is no unlucky gardener, for each small success outweighs each defeat in his or her passionate heart.

May Sarton.      Plant Dreaming Deep.
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If you do need to contact me by phone the number is 01252 712667.

You can leave a message on the voice mail if I am not at my desk. But please talk to your Site Rep before me if you are having problems, because they will then talk to me.
Kevin Taitt                                 Grounds and Services Manager       01252 712667
Vegetable Harvest


With the summer crops over some of your winter crops will be ready to taste. You could be harvesting broccoli, brussel sprouts, cabbages, cauliflower, leeks, squashes and pumpkins, parsnip, swede and turnips.


This list is only a snapshot of some of the vegetables you could be harvesting now.


Of course this depends on how well you have cultivated your allotment plot this year.
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The phrase “ gone pear shaped”


had its origins in the Officers Mess of the Royal Air Force, and was used as a humorous way  to describe the shape of an aeroplane that had crashed nose first.








