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January Allotment Newsletter 2012
          Time to get digging …………………………………..
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  A Happy New Year to you all and I hope you have a good year on the allotment
LIAISON GROUP NEWS
Our last meeting was held back in September and we had a very good meeting full of ideas and the way forward. Your liaison group reviewed all the competitions and felt they will continue with them in 2012. Our Scarecrow competition will continue to be held at Eastertime with the theme being the Olympics being Olympic year. Below you will find a list of dates for the events that are taking place this year. Please make a note and try and support the events whenever possible as they are for you.
Our allotment website needs some upto date pictures of more recent happenings on the allotment plots. Have you got any pictures that could be of interest to everyone. Website address is www.farnhamallotments.co.uk
For those of you who missed the seed order from Kings seeds you certainly missed a very successful offer. Thanks to Jenny Williams and her team who successfully dealt with the offer. Our seeds arrived just before Christmas and with this very busy period we decided to leave it until after Christmas for you to collect them.  Jenny Williams will be phoning you to arrange collection.
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What should I be doing on my allotment now : - 
At this time of year on the allotment you should have almost finished your winter digging ready for the Spring and sowing of seeds. This season so far the weather has been mild and fairly dry which has allowed you to get on with digging the plot. 

Your compost bin should be empty if you have dug the plot, waiting for new material to go into the bin.

Here are 5 reasons to dig your plot.

· Digging breaks up heavily compacted soil, allowing it to breathe.
· It kills surface weeds

· It exposes pests to predators and the cold.

· If you don’t dig you will need a lot more mulch to grow your potatoes as you will not be “earthing up”.

· It’s good exercise especially after the Christmas period.

 GENERAL TASKS             
                                                     
                                                            When the days start to lengthen why not try to 
                                                           start warming the ground by putting some fleece
                                                           over a patch. This will warm the ground so that the
                                                           seeds you put in will germinate much better.

Many of you have rhubarb on your allotments, why not try forcing some. Place a bucket or something similar to exclude the light over the crown. You will then in a few weeks have some lovely pink sticks of rhubarb to cook.
 Don’t forget to order or buy your potatoes early as the variety you want may be sold out,
they are available now in Garden Centres.
Now is the time, if you haven’t already, to get cracking with the digging of your allotment plot. What better way to work off those Christmas excesses than to do a bit of digging. It is better for yourself and your back to do a little at a time rather than try and tackle it all in one go. If the ground is wet do not try and dig it as you will wreck the soil structure. Also do not dig if the ground is frosty.
Whilst digging add some of your own compost to the ground but avoid doing this where you are planning to plant root crops.

FRUIT
 If you are planning to plant fruit trees and bushes (raspberries and other cane fruit) you really need to be getting on with it. These trees and bushes should be
                                                      planted no later than the end of March. In fact the  

     oner                                          sooner they go in the better. Pruning of apple and
                                                      pear trees should be done this month and certainly 
                                                      no later than the end of February as the fruit buds 
                                                      will be starting to swell ,especially in a mild winter  
                                                      Gooseberries should be pruned now.

                                                      Shorten side shoots on red and white currants to 
                                                      just one bud and remove old stems crowding the 
                                                      centre of the bush. Blackcurrants are pruned differently
                                                      as they fruit on new shoots made the previous year, only   

                                                      cut out old wood that is 3 years old or more. Autumn fruiting raspberries canes can now be cut down to leave about 9” of the old stem. You should see some of the new growths appearing.  DO NOT cut down summer fruiting raspberry canes as you will have no fruit. Summer fruiting raspberries fruit on the canes they made in the previous year, please ask if you are not sure.
GENERAL NEWS
By now you should have received  your allotment invoice for 2012.  Please can I ask you to pay promptly as it takes a lot of staff time chasing up people who haven’t paid. If you don’t pay promptly and certainly by the end of January, you are at a high risk of losing your allotment . Also if you are intending to give up your allotment please let me know so we can fill the allotment promptly.

If you are finding it increasingly more difficult to manage your plot and don’t want to give it up perhaps you may like to share it with  someone on the waiting list. If that is an option for you please give me a call or email.

Our annual allotment competition takes place in July when all allotment plots are judged. Below you will find what the judging criteria for the Best allotment competition.
Cultivation and cropping

The aim is to encourage the plot holder to grow a range of fresh vegetables all year round. Also to encourage fresh fruit in season.

· Points will be awarded for each type of vegetable and extras points will be given for evidence of autumn/winter/summer/spring vegetables during the judging in July.
· Points for soft fruit to include rhubarb.

· Points for different types of herb.

Husbandry

· Compost or manure heap. Please note that neither of these should be a nursery for growing weeds ! Judges will take into account the various stages of breakdown into a healthy product at the time of judging.
· The judge will make a distinction between annual  weeds and perennial weeds. Annual weeds are a short term problem while the perennial weeds are a nuisance (or worse) to other plot holders and indicate longer term poor husbandry. Several butterflies use nettles including Peacock, Red Admiral and Tortoiseshell. Sorrel is also a host to various types of Copper butterfly so the judge will ignore small patches of these.
· Rubbish (freedom from) If it is stacked tidily for future use, it is not classed as rubbish. However, if it is lying around it is !
Judging criteria continued
· Labels showing variety ; it will make the judge’s life easier when assessing seasonal produce. This is not essential.

Environment

· Paths neatly maintained, especially the edges.

· Buildings (if applicable) quality and condition.

                                 [image: image3.wmf]                                                     Don’t forget to enter the Scarecrow Competition during the Easter holidays. Your scarecrow will be judged during the week of the 9th April.  Garden vouchers will be awarded to the winner. Don’t forget that the theme will be for the Scarecrow in 2012 is the Olympics.  

Good gardening and have a good allotment year.
Kevin Taitt                                   Grounds and Services  Manager       01252 712667
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Vegetable Harvest


This list is only a snapshot of some of the vegetables you could be harvesting now.


broccoli, brussel sprouts, cabbages, carrots, 


cauliflower, celeriac, leeks, parsnips, swedes, turnips. 





WINTER LECTURE 2012


Theme   Vegetable growing 1st half, Bee keeping in 2nd half


Date       29th February 2012                                     Time   7pm – 9.30 pm


Venue    Council Chamber in South Street                Refreshments    8pm


Speakers  Mr Geoff Peach and Margaret Lennard





This year we are having 2 talks. Our first talk is from Geoff Peach who by trade is a horticulturist. Geoff features on BBC Surrey’s Dig It phone in programme and also has an allotment with Farnham Town Council. Geoff will be passing on his tips he has gained over many years.


After the break Margaret Lennard will be giving us a short talk on Bees. Margaret has been a bee keeper for many years and will be telling us about why we need bees and the benefits of beekeeping on allotments. 




















If you buy seeds from the Garden Centre now is a good time. You will have a choice but do not leave it too late as popular varieties will be sold out





DATES FOR YOUR DIARY


29th February        Winter Lecture 





w/c 9th April         Scarecrow Competition





May 19th  tbc        BBQ and seed swap at West Street 


                              Greenhouses





w/c16th  July         Allotment  Competition





21rd  July tbc        Allotment Show at the Maltings





w/c 8th October    Pumpking competition








WINTER LECTURE 29th February 2012





I will be attending the lecture                                                  


Name…………………………………………………………………………………………………





Number of people attending………………………………………………………………………….





Allotment site where plot held……………………………………………………………………….





Please return to:   Farnham Town Council, South Street, Farnham, Surrey  GU9 7RN





                                                     No later than 24th February











It is a regrettable truth that the better the quality of the soil, the bigger and more prolific the weeds.
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