FARNHAM TOWN COUNCIL
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Allotment Newsletter

                         IT’S SHOW TIME! …………………………………..
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Our show is once again upon us and it certainly doesn’t seem like a year ago when we held our last one. I thought it might be helpful to you if you are intending to come down, to either show or visit, to outline the programme for the day.

Date 23rd July and to be held at The Maltings in the Barley Room.
Staging time from 8 am to 10.45 with Judging commencing at 11 am
The show will open to everyone at 1 p.m.
 Prize giving at 4 pm by the Town Mayor.

A gardening question time will be held at 1.30 – 2.30 pm with a panel of experts on a wide range of subjects.If you would like to bring along a sample of a pest/disease or something you are not sure about the panel will try and help you with this. It can be anything from the garden not just vegetables. Their will also be a plant doctor during the day to answer questions.
Your show is part of the Festival of Gardening as it was last year. Enclosed you will find the show schedule with 1 additional class. Our new class is in memory of Neville Watkins who for over 40 years had allotments on West Street site. Neville was very keen on growing everything but his passions were dahlias and irises. The new class calls for 1 specimen dahlia.
If you are able to enter the show please come and see me when you get there for a parking permit for the Maltings car park and also an exhibitor pass to get in to the Maltings.
If you are able to put something into the show please do support your show.
The Festival of Gardening is a 2 day show this year but you will be able to take your produce away after prize giving on Saturday.

The last few weeks have been very variable with hot days followed by torrential rain. During March, April and May with the dry spell I had given up much hope of a good show but things have really improved no end. At the moment the weeds are growing very fast and need eradicating if you haven’t already done so. I have had allotment holders grumbling at me because neighbouring plots have weeds that are seeding and blowing onto their plot. If you are one of these allotment holders please get down to your plot as soon as possible and do something about the weeds, don’t wait for a warning letter. 
With the warm weather we do need to water our crops to help them keep growing. This will obviously bring extra use of hosepipes on the allotment sites. Our rules do state clearly that hoses are permitted to be used unless the Town Council bans their use during very dry periods.     No hosepipe must be left unattended at any time.
I would ask you to be reasonable when using the water and consider other people who could be waiting to use the water tap. This is one of the main areas of disputes on allotment sites and we will not tolerate any arguments or disputes. These sort of things can lead to people being banned from the allotment site.
On another point, you are responsible for the pathways surrounding your plot. Between you and your neighbour you need to decide who cuts what path. There is little point in trying to keep your plot tidy if the paths are getting out of hand and harbouring all sorts of pests and weeds. The tenancy agreement does state that paths surrounding your plot must be kept trimmed.
You still have time to plant many crops that will mature before the autumn, but you do need to get on with it. Here are some ideas about what you can plant
SOW OUTDOORS                                                       
Spring cabbage ( to harvest next spring) 

[image: image4.jpg]


Chinese cabbage

Endive

Kohl Rabi

Lettuce

Parsley

Beetroot

Turnip                                                                                                 
French Beans
Peas                                                                                 

Carrots                                                              
Radish                                                                         THE WINNING SCARECROW
PLANT OUTDOORS

 Broccoli/calabrese   Cauliflower   Kale   Leek   Cabbage (winter and savoy)

If your allotment plot is working well you could be harvesting the following at the  moment :-

VEGETABLES

broad beans, french beans,  runner beans, swiss chard, beetroot, summer cabbage, carrot, cauliflower, kohl rabi  lettuce, courgette, onions, shallots, garlic, peas, potato’s radish, spinach and lots more 

FRUIT

blackcurrants, redcurrants, gooseberries,  strawberries, summer fruiting raspberries.

THINGS TO LOOK OUT FOR

 Keep an eye out for cabbage white caterpillars on the underside of brassicas

Blackfly on broad beans. Pinch the tops out if you have some aphids.

Carrot root fly  Protect you carrots from this pest with a low barrier around your sowings with something like fleece.

Ladybird larva which will be actively eating any aphids you have on your plants.
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The result of the Scarecrow competition is as follows.

Mr and Mrs Brown on West Street allotment site was the winning entry. Pictures will be at the allotment show.
Thank you to all those who took the time and trouble to make a scarecrow, some of the entries are still standing.
Our BBQ was held on the 11th June and we had a reasonable turn out. Only one person brought plants along to swap which didn’t particularly work. This is really a fun afternoon and is enjoyed by those people who do turn up.
 I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible at the allotment show. If you don’t feel able to put anything in the show, come along and compare your crops, have a cup of tea and a chat, so we can put a face to the name. On this day lots of things are happening at the Maltings so do try and come along  
Best wishes and good gardening

                                                              Kevin Taitt

                                                           Grounds and Services Manager       01252 712667
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                               Dates for your Diary





w/c 18th July      Judging of allotments Annual allotment comp.


23rd July            Allotment show at the Maltings


w/c 27th September  Judging pumpkins for largest Pumpking
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