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FARNHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Notes
Allotment Liason Group 
	


Time and date

Wednesday  3rd February 2010  5 pm
Place

Town Clerks Office, South Street, Farnham

	


Attendees: The Mayor Cllr L.Fleming, Mr M.Guy Chairman, 

 Mr D.Wheeler (Shepherd and Flock), Mrs J.Williams (West Street Extension), 

Mrs S.Brown (West Street), Mr G.Nicholson (Alderley Farm),Mr P.Davies (Morley Road) 

 Mr K.Taitt (FTC)
1. Apologies 

Apologies were received from Mr R.Green
2. …Minutes of the last meeting had been previously circulated and were agreed
3. Matters arising from the minutes
	POINTS 
	ACTION 

	Sue Howarth Edwards site rep at Farnborough Road did send her apologies for the last meeting. She also needed to make it clear that she is not a single mum. She wanted to apologise to the group for not attending the meetings as she worked full time and has a lot of other commitments. Sue was thanked for her time as site rep.
	


4. 2010 competitions
	POINTS
	ACTION

	Scarecrow competitionThis competition would take place at Easter and would have an Easter theme. This would be advertised in the next newsletter to try and push the competition. Judging will take place immediately after Easter.

The Annual Allotment Competition still continues and will be judgedthis year by John Negus. Date for this is w/c 12th July.
Allotment Show at the Maltings. 24th July is the date for the show. It will be held once again at the Maltings in conjunction with the Festival of Gardening.
Pumpking competition seems to be catching on and will continue. Date for judging is w/c 27th September.
BBQ. The date of 26th June once again is Carnival day and the Mayor also pointed out that FTC are holding a picnic in the park during that afternoon. It was decided to move away from that date and after much discussion it was agreed to hold the BBQ on the 31st July at 4pm 


	

	
	

	
	


5. Untidy and uncultivated plots
	POINTS
	ACTION

	Mr Taitt reported that inspections would resume again in March on a monthly basis. It would be noted the plots that had little winter work carried out on them and a close eye would be kept on these plots.

	


7. Winter Lecture 2010
	POINTS
	ACTION

	Mr Taitt reported that Mr Barry Newman had agreed to come along and give the allotment holders a lecture on vegetables. We have agreed a date of Wednesday 3rd March in the Council Chamber. This would be advertised in the next newsletter.
	


8. Issues from Site Representatives  

	POINTS
	ACTION

	Six Bells     
Nothing to report as site rep absent

Wrecclesham    The heap of rubbish in the corner was getting a problem and Mr Guy suggested we put up some signs. The hedge on the side of the allotment site as requested at the last meeting had been started.
Shepherd and Flock       Padlock on gate still needs replacing. The deer fencing had not been completed and Mr Taitt suggested that his outside team would finish of the fencing.
West Street      A lot of rats are being noticed on site. Could we bulk buy rat poison. Mrs Brown felt it needed to be pointed out that washing your hands in the water tanks could lead to health problems. Mr Taitt has still to investigate Mr and Mrs Brown are now the site reps for West Street allotment site. The noticeboard is still to be updated.
West Street Extension

Seed Order. Mrs Williams told the meeting that this was a great success. On the idea of a shop this was a dead duck as no one had volunteered and this was essential to staff the shop. Mrs Williams pointed out that the FTC outside team did not seem to know where the stop cocks were for allotments. Mr Taitt pointed out that most of the team knew but would make sure they all did. Mr Taitt also pointed out that the water on all allotment sites would be turned off between October and March every year.
Alderley Farm    Hedges will need to be done.
Morley Road.     Hedges and fencing needed to be looked at.
     
	KT to put in newsletter


9. Issues from Grounds and Services Manager 

	POINTS
	ACTION

	Mr Taitt reported that a start had been made on fencing and hedging during the winter to date but more needed doing.

For those tenants with an old tenacy agreement they would have a new version included with the invoice for this years rent. This is aimed at bringing all tenancy agreements into line. At the last Full Council Meeting it was agreed to change the allotment year from April 1st –March 31st to January 1st – December 31st, this was in line with most other authorities and would give new tenants a better chance to get ground prepared. The invoice for this year will be for only 9 months so that the new allotment year can start on January  1st 2011
Mr Taitt asked those present if they had had any thoughts with the cup in memory of Ron Watts MBE. After some discussion it was agreed that we have a trophy for children who enter the allotment show. This was open to an entry from a child in any class in the show. Age limit will be 16 years of age.
Mr Taitt wanted to thank Mr Wilkes who had just given up as site rep for West Street for being in post for 13 years.

Beekeeping on allotments was then discussed. Mr Taitt handed round to those present some paperwork on beekeeping on allotments. It was felt that we must have some beekeeping on allotments because of the plight of the honey bee. Mr Taitt pointed out that the Council will allow bees under strict supervision from the Council. A contract would be drawn up that the bee keeper must abide to and sign. It was suggested that perhaps the first trial area could be Shepherd and flock site. Mr Wheeler knew a plot holder had some bees that she would like to bring onto site. Mr Wheeler will talk to allotment holders on the site to get a view and Mr Taitt will circulate all plot holders at Six Bells Site where we could have possibly some hives. These at present would be the only sites. We would only allow experienced beekeepers.
	


10. Date of the next meeting  

	POINTS
	ACTION

	It was agreed that the date and time of the next meeting would be 29th September 2010. 
The Mayor thanked the group for letting her come along to the meetings, this would be her last meeting before her term of office ended.
	…….. to contact Members with Agenda and papers nearer the time. 
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